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Chicago, IL
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Chair Butler called the Closed Session to order at 2:08 p.m.

Members present at the State Universities Civil Service System (University System) and posted
designated sites were: John Butler, Chair, from the Northern lllinois University Board of Trustees;
Barb Baurer from the Eastern lllinois University Board of Trustees; Carolyn Blackwell from the
University of Illinois Board of Trustees; Jim Kvedaras from the Governors State University Board
of Trustees; Robert Navarro from the lllinois State University Board of Trustees; J. Todd Phillips
from the Northeastern lllinois University Board of Trustees; Jason Quiara from the Chicago State
University Board of Trustees, and Kisha Lang from the Western lllinois University Board of
Trustees

Members absent were Tami Craig Schilling from the University of lllinois Board of Trustees;
Ramon Cepeda from the University of Illinois Board of Trustees; and John Simmons from the
Southern lllinois University Board of Trustees.

Gail Schiesser, Executive Director; Maggie Miller, Legal Counsel; and Jennifer Miles, Secretary for
the Merit Board, were also present.
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Chair Butler stated that the purpose of the Closed Session Meeting was to discuss two matters
relating to discharge proceedings: Number UIUC-25-19, Clarissa Babiarz, and UIC-25-17, Gino

Ortiguerra.

The Merit Board discussed the evidence in the record of each discharge proceeding and the
options available. The Merit Board took a straw poll regarding each matter.

Ms. Kvedaras made a motion to return to open session. Dr. Lang seconded Mr. Kvedaras' motion.
In accordance with the Merit Board Bylaws, a roll call vote was taken, and the motion was

approved with the following vote:

Mr. Kvedaras......ccccoccvveeeenineenn. Aye
Dr.Lang .....eueeeeeeeveeeieieieieieieneeees Aye
Dr. Navarro.......cceeeeeeveeveveeenenens Aye
Mr. Phillips ..ccoovveeeiniieeeciieen, Aye
Mr. QUIAra........eeeeeeeeeeeeeeieienenenes Aye
Mr. SIMmMOoNS.....occcuviieeeeeerrees Absent
MSs. Baurer........ueveeeeeeeeeeeieeenenens Aye
Ms. Blackwell ........cccovveeennnnnnnn. Aye
Chair Butler .....ccccveeevviveeeennnee. Aye
Mr. Cepeda.....cccceveevvrveeeeninnnennn Absent
Ms. Craig Schilling ........cccccuveee... Absent

The Merit Board returned to open session at 3:21 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

/f)’ /. 7()//1/(//(‘/ WMites
Jennifer Miles
Secretary for the Merit Board

APPROVED:

/o’ //, ﬂ:/fn y/))////r‘/
John Butler, Chair
University Civil Service Merit Board

August 19, 2026
Date
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